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WATER AND SEWAGE STERILIZATION IN THE COUNTEY.
Drinking water in over 100 cities is now being sterilized by
chloride of lime, in the proportion of about 8-16 pounds to a
million gallons of water. (See page 12 and following.)
Two fluid drams of the stock hypochlorite to a barrel (50
gallons) of water will render water perfectly safe, and free from
all disease germs.
It is very easy to sterilize small quantities of water in the
household, or when on a journey:
Dissolve in a pint of water, half a teaspoonful of chloride of
lime by first rubbing the powder with a little water to a cream-
like mass, and then adding more water to make up one pint.
(For measuring the half teaspoonful, place a moderately heaped
teaspoonful on a piece of paper and divide in two equal parts.)
Of this solution, one tablespoonful will sterilize 10 gallons of
water, or 36 drops one gallon, which will render any water pure
and wholesome. For one quart, add 9 drops of the solution,
which should be freshly prepared every day.
Swimming pools. Many cases of typhoid fever have been con-
tracted by bathing in polluted brooks and in ornamental ponds
near homes. These can be rendered harmless at a trifling
cost by very small quantities of chloride of lime.113'120
Sewage. In sterilization of city sewage, the quantity usually
employed is one part of chloride of lime to from 25,000 to 50,000
parts of screened sewage. City sewage naturally is relatively
dilute on account of the large amount of water consumed by the
inhabitants thereof. In New York City, 100 gallons a day per
capita is used; in Chicago 230 gallons; in London 47 gallons, (p. 31.)
The blessings of sewage sterilization by chloride of lime are now
rapidly extending to small communities, institutions, etc., and
may in the near future play a very important role in the sani-
tation of country life.
Stables. Animals will be more efficient and make more weight
in sanitary surroundings. In some parts of Europe, the sanita-
tion of stables is attended to with much care. In some places,
all the cattle are entirely removed from the stable once a week,
and after a thorough sweeping, the floor and walls are thoroughly